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Mearseilles France
May 3, 19351

Progress Report No.4} A

Mr.H. J. Anslinger
Cenmnissioner of Narcotics
Bureau of Nafcoties
Washingten, D. C.

Sir;

. This is my first report from Merseilles and ay
work here premises to bs suecessful., Within 24
hours of my arrival here I met and negotiated with
a Chinese for the ostensibdle purchase of 8 kilos of
orude opium. I hope to arrest this suspect within
the next few days. »

_ I arrived here on May 1, 1951 and immediately
reported to Mr. Marcel E. Malige, Consul Genersl,

and to his Administrative Officer, Mr. Jeseph KRegoski.
¥r. Ragoski is the individual who originally inter-
viewed Mr. Dominique BORGHI, the source who allsgedly
has infomation relative to narcotics smuggl ing and
the existence of clandestine heroin ladboratories in
Marseilles. -

: When source BORGHEI was last in the Consulate
Ceneral office he stated that his telsphone number
could be loocated in the directory. However, we were
unsuccessful in our effort to locate him as the emly
person of that name in the directory is not our man.
Through Mr. Roberto Pasquier, Inspector, 9th Brigads,

I have learmed that Berghi ie one of the most important
cigarette mmugglers in Marseilles: that he has 4
previous convistions for this charge,although no
parsctic conviotions; that he was recemtly fimd 1 1/2
sillien Frenoh Frencs., Mr. Pasquier will sscure the
home address of Borghi for me by tomorrow.




CHANG HO left me but returned in a few minutes,
entered the car and indicated for ms to drive away.
He took me to the neighberhood of -Rue des Petittes Marie
49, where I parked the car. CHANG HO instrusted ms %o
wait outside and he entered this two story dilapidated
building. In a few moments he came out with another
Chinese who s2id his name was BERNARD.

wWith BERNARD acting as the interpreter, we continued
our conversation, CHANG HO said that the oruds epilum
s0ld for 980,000 French Francs, roughly $265.00 per kilo,
which I was later informed by the police was about
400,00 Framos too expensive, I informed CHANG HO that
I wished to purchase § kilos but he said that for that
smount I would have to advance helf-payment as a deposit.
Naturally, I declined stating that I was only interested
in a hand-to-hand cash proposition. We then decided
that he would first deliver 8 kiles for which I 'wonld pay
him, and that he would then return with the balance of
S kilos. It was my plan to have him arrested upon the
delivery of ths first 2 kilos. e

At CHANG HO's regquest, I wrote my complete sorreset
neme, the Hotel Grand address where I am residing and
Ry roem number. It was sgreed that at 7 p.m. he would
come to my room. However, he did not specifically state
that he would make delivery at that time. Just prior to
taking leave of CHANG HO and BERNARD, a third unidentified
Chinese approasShsd the car. CHANG HO got out of the ocar
and talked to this Chimese. CHARG HO returmed to me and
asked me if I was an Americen peliceman which I laughed
off as & big joje. It appears that this Chinese may be
the connection end warnsd CHANG HO to be wary of me.
Howevor, when I left him he promised to see me at 7 p.m.

At 5 p.m. ¥r.J. Reland Jeacobs and I went to the office
of Mr.Culioll where I was acoorded an unexpsctedly ocerdial
reception, There were § other apparently high-rsnking
officials present at this conference, samong whom was
Mr. Neel Mevel, who has ssveral police titles but who is
chief of the Mobile Squad, the 9th Brigade, ceamparabdble to
Squadra Mobiles in Italy, dealing with major corimes.

The nareotic squad composed of 4 men, of whom Mr,Robsrto
Pasquier is the ssnier member, is under the supervision
of ¥r.Mevel. Mr.Mevel prodused a letter recently ressived
by him from Mr.Ducloux, INTERPOL chief in Paris, advising
him of my future arrival in Marseilles.
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I devoted the remainder of the evening until midnight
in the compamy of Mr. Pasquier. We first went to his heme
whers his 8 month pregnant wife, his 6 year old son and
he residse in a squalid two room flat,reminisoent of
filthy New York City tenements. This is a vivid reminder
of the niggardly salaries paid Eurocpean law enfeorsement

. persomnsl. When I see sights such a8 this I become

tolerant, I cem understand why the poliee nsver attraots
high-class personnel; why conscisptious police officers
beoome progressively epathetic and disinterested in
vigorous enforoment,eto,

- Yesterday when I was with CHANG HO he told me that

.' '}'no hed to exercise care sinse the police had recently

nade & seizure of 3500 kiles of opium. MNr.Pasquier
furnished me the deteils of this cese, He claimed that
one month ago the Frenoch customs made this seizure on
the 5SS CHAMPOLION, a Frepsh ship, which hed just arrived
froa BeiTut,. “The opium was found in the hold of the
ship and the customs police wers unable ¢to connest it
with eny orewmember. No arrests were mads.

Er. Pasquier claims that t;hii load was destined

for one Antoine COR who is the biggest and most
important cker in ¥arseilles. He is a Corsiocenm,
es are almost all of the white, Franch traffickers.
It is rumored thet CCRDOLIANI intended to have the

opium transported ¢o a suburbd of Paris where he has a
verylarge laboratory for heroin conversion.

Kr.Pasquier claims that about 2 years ago Customse
officers at New York City seized 100 kiles of opium
and 10 kiloe of heroin on bomrrd the 88 ST. TROPEZ:
that this shipment was imakimsd the property of
CORDOLIAKI who wes going to sell it to persons unknown
in New York City, probably members of the French-American
trafficiksrs in which Narcotic Agent Ciuliani has been
interested M for some time. .

I undsrstand that the nercotic traffickers =nd
snugglers in M¥arseilles are, in order of impertance,
Frenoh Corsicans, Indo-Chinese, and Chinese. Within
the past £ years or so, almost all of the opium sauggled
into this port cames from Beirut, I eam inolined %o
believe that this is true; that Beirut is the largest
sore-8pot. This is very easy sm for me to understand
since when I was in Beirut lest ysar I could have
purchased es much opium as I desired. Beirut is probebly
the port whioh recesives the bulk of the cpium msuggled
out of Turkey, notwithstapding the feeble Turk argumsnts
to the sontrary. o '
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This moening I had & oconference with Mr.Mslige,
Consul-General, who incidentally emong all of the Forelign
Service officlals I have encountered thus far this year
as wall &3 last year, is the most intensely interested
in ths narcotic problem. I sought his edvice as to
how best to proceed towards eliminating the present
lenient sentences given to narsotic¢ violators and to
donvince julfeial suthorities to impose the maximum
penitent iary sentense of £ years rather than one to 6
months., Hr. Malige informed me that when District
Supervisor Garland H.Willisms was in France in 1949
he put forth vigorous efforts in that diresction bu®
apparently to ne a«vail. -

Mr.Malige explained the situation in Franse whereby
all Governmment policy,police or otherwise, is strongly
osntered in Paris; that the local munisipal governments
are guided almost soley by Paris dioctates. I eonour
with the suggestion of Ur.Malige that in order to mmmuma
sccomplish the aim of getting judicial authorities to
impose maximum sentences and perhaps pass legislation
increasing statutory punishment, you as the Commissioner

~ of Nercotios and United States Delegate to the Narootic

Dyigs Commission, United Netions should mske appropriats
mprasspiatbuex representation to your opposite number
at Lake Suceess,

In the meantime, pricr to my dsparturs from Marseilles,
Mr.Ualige will take me baok to Mr.Culioli when we will
request him to arrapge for anm appeintamnt to ses the
director of the Marssilles gourts. At that ¢ime I will
make an effort to indicete to that person the argumenta
thet lenient pemitentiary ssntences sre not a2 dsterrent:
that the addiet population is progressively inoreasing:
that the hordes of Arabdb,Indo-Chinese, Chinese and Corsican
oriminals ocurrently sngaged in majfor orimes may be under
the influsnoe of narcotic drugs;ete.ete. Whem I get to
Paris I will request the Embassy officials to make an
apgointment for me to see the director of the sourts thsre.

Inspeotor Pasquier has alsc told me that sommtime
ago he submitted & report which was transaitted to INTZRPOL
Paris who in turn sent {t to Egptian narcetic suthorities
to the effest that a man known as Joseph Le g (Josaph
th ] was one of themost impoy narootic cvrarrickers
at Pert Said. This men boerds incoming ships and using
the ruse of being a money changer,sells naroceliéss aznd
hasheesh to French seamsn.
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Pera had received the assurance of the manager
of his Istanbul hotel that his mail would be forwarded
t0 him at Lisbon.

It appears that these ocpium merchants probably
replied to his lestters but that the police, in line
with their undercutting poliey, .tnnruyt-a this maj).
In view of this develeopment, I think it is useless
for Agsnt Pera to return to Turkey.

Agent Pera speaks fluent ¥French. It appears
that there is a considerable amount of work here
in Marseilles and I couldsmx use Pera as an undsropver
agent. I have therefore sent him the Tollowing
telsgram today:

"Re your Sosa cible. Coneur that useless you
return Turkey. Immediately you complete Lisbon work
mest me Hotel Orand in Marseilles®,

Following ie ths telegram which I sent to the
Bureau on this date:

"Pera says suspeot Maria SOSA at Lisbon
probably able supply only mmall amount herein end
piokings there slim. Has redeived no answers
from letters sent Turk epium dsalers in provinces
there. Belisves police intercepting his letters
at old Istanbul address., Have instructed Pera comes
Merseilles work with me soon Lisbon work ocompleted”.

Respectfully,

L-A.,J s L0 éw r,v-./

Charles Siragusa,
Narcotic Agent

¢¢: Mr.¥Marosl E.Malige
American Consul-General
Marseilles



